76                  ESSJYS ON FAITH

system, perfect in all its parts. Yet if he had a
theology at all it was that of his people, full of all
the errors and limitations which belong to every
human effort to bring the Boundless within bounds.
What we do find in Him is a liberalising spirit, a
bold treatment of tradition in the interests of freedom
and humanity. His interest was not primarily theo-
logical or intellectual, but his spirit of love could
not fail to modify and reconstruct theology in accord-
ance with its own implications touching the nature
of man and of God, and of their relations one to
another. Such a spirit is rather critical and selective
of the materials offered to it than constructive and
initiative ; it works negatively and preferentially rather
than by way of final affirmation. Thus we need
never look for a finished Christian theology. As
long as men seek God the spirit of Christ will lead
them on nearer and nearer. To say that the spirit
of Christ plays the part of a negative and preferential
criterion, in this wise, is in no way to impose a fetter
on liberty of thought, except so far as every truth
and experience may be called a fetter on liberty,
that is, on license. As a manifestation of life the
spiritual experience of Christ and his Saints must
be taken account of by every philosophy that makes
the service and furtherance of humanity its practical
aim. There may be no such thing attainable as a
complete philosophy of Christianity, but philosophies
are more or less Christian according as they more
or less foster and harmonise with Christ's spirit.
In some ways the Jewish categories, in some ways
the Greek, were found to be more congenial by the
Christian Church; but at present the limitations of